LITERARY AMBITIONS

self. Writers take these charges for the truth, and hand them
down to posterity.

As I read them I am fired with zeal, and am resolved to
scatter these mists, the offspring of ignorance. A study begun
in France long ago, constant observations, and memories
drawn from the portfolios of patriots, encourage me to-
hope for some success. I want to compare your government
with that of the present day. I want to blacken with the
pencil of infamy those who have betrayed our common
cause. I want to call our rulers before the court of public
opinion, to give chapter and verse for their oppression, to
trace the secret history of their intrigues, and, if possible, to
interest the virtuous minister who governs the State in the
deplorable lot under which Corsica suffers so cruelly.

If I possessed the means to live in Paris, I should doubt-
less have found other ways of making our grievances heard;
but the obligations of military service confine me to the sole
resource of publicity. Private appeals would never reach
their objective, or would be stifled by the clamours of
vested interests, and end only in the ruin of their author.

I am still young, and may be rash to undertake this: but
I shall be upheld by my love of truth, of my country, and
of my compatriots, and by the enthusiasm I never cease
to derive from the prospect of an improvement in our state.
If you, General, condescend to approve of a work which
bears so much upon yourself, and to encourage the efforts
of a young man whose birth you witnessed, and whose
family were always on the right side, I dare to predict a
favourable issue.

I shall hope some time to be able to come to London, to
express sentiments which owe their origin to you, and to
converse with you about our country's misfortunes; bur
the distance is an obstacle. Perhaps a day will come whea
I shall be in a position to make the journey.

Whether my book is successful or not, I am aware that it
will ^ raise up against me the whole battalion of French
officials who govern our island, and whom I am attacking.
But what matter, if it is in my country's cause? I shall hear